APPENDIX C

OFFICIAL REPORT OF ADMIRAL MONTOJO
DEPARTURE FOR SUBIC

ON the 25th of April, at IIP. M., I left the bay of Manila
for Subic with a squadron composed of the cruisers Reina Cris-
tina, Don Juan de Austria, Isla de Cuba, Isla de Luzon, de-
spatch boat Marques del Duero, and the wooden cruiser Castilla.
This last could merely be considered as a floating battery, in-
capable of maneuvering, on account of the bad condition of her
hull. The following morning, being at Subic, I had a confer-
ence with Captain Del Rio, who, though he did not relieve my
anxiety respecting the completion of the defensive works, as-
sured me that they would soon be finished.

In the meanwhile the cruiser Castilla, even on this short
cruise, was making much water through the bearings of the pro-
peller and the opening astern. They worked day and night to
stop these leaks with cement, finally making the vessel nearly
water-tight, but absolutely impossible to use her engines.

On the morning of the 2yth I sailed with the vessels to
cover the entrance to the port of Subic. The Castilla was
taken to the northeast point of Isla Grande to defend the
western entrance, since the eastern entrance had already been
closed with the hulls of the San Quintin and two old merchant
vessels which were sunk there.

With much disgust, I found that the guns which should
have been mounted on that island were delayed a month and
a half. This surprised me, as the shore batteries that the navy
had installed (with very little difficulty) at the entrance of the
bay of Manila, under the intelligent direction of Colonel of
Naval Artillery, Senor Garces, and Lieutenant Venavente,
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